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it to go that way. The unguided crowd is always a fool,
and the man that follows in front of it instead of guiding
it must therefore often look like a fool also.

I have referred above to the German publicists,
Treitschke and the others, as the crowd-compellers who
impregnated Germany with the vile political ideals from
which the world is now suffering misery. But in fact
these men were not true crowd-compellers but striking
examples of a not uncommon type of prophet. They
merely caught from a smaller crowd the notions which
they expressed and imposed on a larger. They caught
the crowd-spirit of the provincial and backward Prussian
upper class group and they gave it currency throughout
Germany and imposed it upon the whole nation as the
German ideal; and they were able to do this because
political developments had made all Germany a new big
political unit with Prussia at the top. The new Ger-
many seeking for some ideal, upon which the diverse
and previously discordant parts now composing the Empire
could unite, was not unnaturally attracted by the notions
which had carried Prussia to success, and this abstract
ideal of might, hand in hand with the agitation which
accompanied the formation of an Imperial navy (the
Army not being in structure imperial but local) effected
the. spiritual unification of Germany, after the political
unification had been accomplished. The philosophers
therefore, though appearing to be crowd-compellers and
receiving much of the credit and applause rendered to
such, were in fact merely Prussian crowd-exponents, with
all the feebleness, the narrowness, the emotional vice of
their popular philosophy.
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